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Executive Summary  
 
The mission of SCA is to build the next generation of conservation leaders and inspire lifelong 
stewardship of our environment and communities by engaging young people in hands-on service to the 
land. 
SCA was founded in 1957 by Liz Putnam, a college student who believed that the passion, talent, and 
hard work of young people could be a force for tackling the challenges facing America's public lands. 
Today SCA provides opportunities for thousands of young people to develop conservation values and 
explore pathways to green careers, strengthen their leadership skills, and deepen their sense of 
responsibility to others and to the world. Young people emerge from SCA with fuel for their continuous 
growth and with a sense of empowerment to take action for the issues that they care about, in 
conservation and beyond. SCA nurtures thriving youth and thriving landscapes. 
Sumter National Forest is one of two National Forests in the state of South Carolina and is divided into 
three ranger districts. Proclaimed in 1936, Sumter includes the Enoree Ranger District, located in the 
piedmont region of the state, northwest of Columbia. While much of Enoree’s 170,000 acres is managed 
for timber harvesting, many recreation opportunities exist in the district. Hunting, fishing, horseback 
riding, and OHV trails draw recreationalists to the region, even in hot summer weather. In addition, 
there are hiking opportunities in Enoree, predominantly along the Palmetto Trail, a cross-state, 
mountains-to-sea trail that traverses the entire Enoree district.  
The Palmetto Trail is a project of the Palmetto Conservation Foundation (PCF), a non-profit established 
to create a hiking trail connecting South Carolina’s coast to the Blue Ridge Mountains, covering 350 
miles.  Started in 1994, the PCF works to establish and connect trail passages across the state, while 
maintaining existing passages for recreational use. PCF relies on many volunteer teams to build and 
maintain the Palmetto Trail, and plans to connect all passages within the next few years. One key 
passage of the trail runs through the Enoree Ranger District of Sumter National Forest along the 
southwest edge of the district.  
The unique partnership of the USFS and the PCF allowed for the placement of a 21-day SCA national 
high school crew. Our crew worked throughout the first and southernmost section of the Palmetto 
Trail’s passage through the Enoree Ranger District. This previously established section required 
brushing and clearing of trail obstacles, treadwork, refinement and signage of new trails. Sumter 
National Forest wanted a group of young volunteers to work on these tasks, which the SCA provided by 
organizing a group of 15-18 year olds from around the country. Through the collaboration of the Forest 
Service, the Palmetto Conservation Foundation, and the Student Conservation Association, our crew 
was able to prepare the Enoree Passage for connection with the entire Palmetto Trail and eventual 
statewide completion. 
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Conservation Impact 
Through SCA, young people have the opportunity to complete meaningful work that makes a positive 
impact on the world around them. SCA projects make tangible and positive impacts to the land, 
protecting and restoring parks and public lands, educating visitors about conservation, and increasing 
access to urban green spaces. 

Summary of Accomplishments 
Treadwork: widening, brushing, root removal, and bench cutting 1 mile 
Boardwalk construction: removal of old decking and installation  60 feet 
New trail construction: tree removal, tread establishment 500 feet 
Layout and design: scouting and flagging reroutes 1 mile 
Brushing and signing: removal of old blazes, brush and root removal, new sign installation 11.6 miles 
Improving land: brushing cemetery plot at Rose Hill State Historic Site 0.25 acre 

 
The partnership between the National Forest Service and the Palmetto Trail Foundation provided a 
unique opportunity for our SCA crew to contribute to both public and nonprofit recreation interests. 
Our work improved existing trail conditions, created sustainable trails in the National Forest, increased 
accessibility, and improved future user experiences. We maintained current trail systems by brushing, 
updating signage, and maintaining existing trail structures, and improved trail surfaces through trail 
widening and obstruction removal. We adapted to varied design parameters based on trail usage in the 
park including hiking and biking, hiking only, and equestrian trails.  
One of our projects involved improvement of a stream crossing by replacing boardwalk decking. This 
consisted of hauling new materials and tools to the worksite, removing old decking, clearing the 
boardwalk area of debris and invasive plants, and installing new decking. Crew members practiced 
carpentry skills such as accurate measuring and notation, leveling, squaring, and shaping of lumber 

across sixty feet of boardwalk including three turns.  
We also installed key trail reroutes to improve trail connectivity and user 
experience. Reroutes moved trails off gravel roads and into hardwood 
drainages, improving trail aesthetics, safety, and highlighting natural 
points of interest. Other reroutes separated user groups to reduce user 
conflict. Some trail was established following heavy machinery, while 
other sections were cut entirely by hand. In both cases, our crew 
transformed rough, pitted dirt paths to smooth, sustainable trail surfaces. 
We accomplished this with benching, backslope and trailslope 
improvements, outslope berms removal, and effective drainage 
installation.  
Our crew also designed and flagged a new section of trail under 
consideration by Alice Riddle and the US Forest Service. This project 
emphasized the first steps of new trail construction and improved 
students understanding of trail sustainability. Students learned about the 

considerations of trail layout and design through the use of clinometers, 
maps and orienteering, flagging, and trail scouting. This activity highlighted 
the challenges of trail building and encouraged problem solving. 

EMMIE BRUDERER 
SQUARES BOARDWALK 
DECKING WITH HELP 
FROM SKYLAR BUECHE. 
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EMMIE BRUDERER, SKYLAR BUECHE, 
VALERIA DE CASAS, SAM MUNSON, 
AND KELLY FINN AT GREAT SMOKY 
MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK. 

A final project for the crew combined our work skills from the trail with the cultural history of the 
Enoree District. Rose Hill State Historic Site is an example of the complex history of the area: although 
the restored plantation home is well-studied, little is known about slave life there. Our crew cleared 
vegetation from the overgrown slave cemetery to aide in the ongoing anthropological research needed 
to understand more about who once lived and worked at Rose Hill. This project was a valuable 
opportunity to connect the natural history of the area with the cultural history of South Carolina’s 
piedmont region.                                    
Participant Impact 
In every SCA experience, 
participants complete 
projects that solve real 
conservation challenges and 
see the tangible results of 
their labor. Through this 
work they learn how to 
conserve resources and 
protect the planet, learn why 
their conservation work 
projects are critical to that 
effort, and discuss with 
teammates and leaders what they could do to address environmental issues after SCA; including 
exploring possible careers in conservation or green jobs and discussing their academic and career goals. 
SCA experiences provide participants with opportunities to lead their peers, engage in problem-solving, 
conflict resolution, and group decision-making, and ultimately reflect on the ways the experience is 
impacting them. 
This crew came from all across the country to work and live together for three weeks.  While some of 
them were experienced SCA alumni, for others it was their first introduction to sleeping outside under 
the stars, cooking dinner for a large group, being positive role models, abiding by Leave-No-Trace 
ethics, and the rewards of working hard outside.  Throughout our crew, we strove to help the students 

build a conservation-based mindset in both work and camp life. 
Students engaged in natural history by teaching each other 
Nature Nuggets about local flora and fauna, and developed 
intrapersonal skills based on goal setting and diversity lessons.  
Learning outdoor leadership skills is a vital facet of conservation 
work, which we embraced by developing rotating Leader of the 
Day roles for extra member responsibility. Through this, 
students learned what daily tasks needed to be completed in 
order to make a crew run smoothly. Additionally, we explored 
differences in leadership through the National Outdoor 
Leadership School’s leadership style exercise. Helping students 
gain awareness of their impacts on each other by assessing their 
own leadership abilities shaped the way they worked as a team 
both on the trail and in camp. 

Team Roster   
Jon Skaggs Athens, GA Leader 
Katie Laushman Oberlin, OH Leader, SCA alum 
Valeria de Casas Houston, TX Apprentice Crew Leader,  SCA alum 
Blake Toney Gig Harbor, WA SCA alum 
Andrew Chen Marietta, GA  
Kelly Finn Stamford, CT SCA alum 
Sam Munson Midlothian, VA  
Dermot Swanson Omaha, NE SCA alum 
Emmie Bruderer Jupiter, FL  
Mathias Klingemann West Salem, WI  
Skylar Bueche Greenwell Springs, LA  
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Many of the crew members plan on having careers in environmental fields including wildlife 
conservation, experiential education, and environmental science. Our crew was exposed to many 
opportunities with federal agencies, including our agency contacts at Sumter National Forest, park 
rangers met during trips to Congaree and Great Smoky Mountain National Parks, and nonprofit 
conservation organizations.  Students learned about internship and job availabilities in conservation 
fields, including tips about helpful extracurricular activities, federal applications, and job interviews. 
Experiences like these in addition to completing an SCA crew will give our members a leg up when they 
start to apply to their dream jobs.  
Great Stories  

 

Skylar Bueche, 18 
Skylar was a first time SCA crew member passionate about wildlife conservation and working in the outdoors. After completing this crew, she wrote: “there are three main objectives that I have had the privilege of learning by being a part of this SCA crew: self-awareness, environmental concerns and bonding. I knew immediately that I was placed in the perfect location with amazing people. Together we were able to impact the land around us through our work, through preventing erosion, removing invasive plants, and making the trails more enjoyable to explore for hundreds of hikers to come.”  

 

Blake Toney, 18 
This was Blake’s third SCA crew, and as he wrote, he realized that the true transformative magic of an SCA crew happens everywhere—from coast to coast: “I served my first two crews in Mt. Rainier and Yellowstone, both very popular places. However, something I’ve learned from SCA over the years is that it is the people you meet and the work you do that impacts you the most, not just a famous view. It is because of the skills and experience that are attained, and the relationships in which are formed that I choose to return year after year.” 

 

Kelly Finn, 17 
Kelly was an experienced SCA member, having served on two national crews and one community crew in New York. She writes, “If you would have asked me if I wanted to spend 21 days in a forested and poison-ivy, tick, chigger infested area, I’d say no. But now, at the end, I can confirm the value of this crew. Teaming up with the Palmetto Conservation Foundation was such an enlightening experience noteworthy of SCA’s mission. I learned a lot about the work, myself and most excitedly, others. As a person who loves to learn, I thrive in unfamiliar conditions where I can explore, like programs with the SCA.”  
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BEFORE AND AFTER PHOTOS OF BRUSHING DONE ALONG THE PALMETTO TRAIL NEAR SHANNON 
ROAD 

Appendix 
Photographs  

 

 
SAM MUNSON, BLAKE TONEY, EMMIE BRUDERER AND SKYLAR BUECHE HYDRATING 
DURING A DAY OF WORK ON THE NEWLY MADE REROUTE OF THE PALMETTO TRAIL 

NEAR PAGES BRANCH ROAD. 
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(TL) THE GILDERS CREEK BOARDWALK BEFORE REPLACEMENT. (TR) JIM MAJORS OF THE PCF ASSISTING EMMIE 
BRUDERER AND KELLY FINN REMOVE OLD DECKING. (BL) EMMIE BRUDERER, SKYLAR BUECHE, AND KELLY FINN 
INSTALLING NEW DECKING. (BR) DERMOT SWANSON, EMMIE BRUDERER, ANDREW CHEN, KATIE LAUSHMAN, 
AND SKYLAR BUECHE ON THE NEW BOARDWALK. 

 
ROSE HILL STATE HISTORIC SITE SLAVE CEMETERY BEFORE AND AFTER REMOVAL OF VEGETATIVE 

OVERGROWTH. 
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JON SKAGGS, MATHIAS KLINGEMANN, DERMOT SWANSON, AND ANDREW CHEN LEVEL THE TREAD ON THE 

NEWLY CONSTRUCTED SECTION OF TRAIL NEAR PAGES BRANCH ROAD. 
 

 
 ANDREW CHEN AND BLAKE TONEY INSTALL NEW TRAIL SIGNAGE. 

 
 
 


